WHAT WE CAN LEARN FROM THE LIFE OF JOSEPH
INTRODUCTION:

JOSEPH HAD A DREAM OF GREATNESS

(Genesis 37:5-11)

“Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more.  So he said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed:  “There we were, binding sheaves in the field.  Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.”
“And his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.

Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.”

“So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?”

“And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind.”
AMAZINGLY, OFTEN OUR GREATEST OPPOSITION AND CHALLENGES CAN EVEN COME FROM THOSE WHO ARE CLOSEST AND DEAREST TO US

JOSEPH HAD A DREAM OF GREATNESS

GOD HAS A GREAT PLAN FOR EVERY PERSON’S LIFE

(Jeremiah 29:11-13)

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.  Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.”
Jesus also said, “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN AND DESTINY FOR EVERY SINGLE CHRISTIAN’S LIFE
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

“But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.” (1 Corinthians 12:18)

GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE

AFTER JOSEPH HAD HIS DREAM OF GREATNESS:
i)       He was thrown into a pit by his jealous brothers and left to die (Genesis 37:24)
ii)         Then pulled out of the pit and sold to some Midianite traders for twenty shekels of Silver. He was then taken to Egypt. (Genesis 37:28)
iii) Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian bought Joseph from the Ishmailites. (Genesis 39:1)
iv) The Lord was however with Joseph, and he was a successful man: and his master saw that the LORD was with him. (Genesis 39:2-3)
v)         Joseph’s master then made him overseer of his house. (Genesis 39:4)
vi) Then Potiphar's wife made advances to Joseph and he fled these advances leaving his jacket in her hands.  (Genesis 39:12)
vii) Joseph was then wrongly accused in front of others for making advances to her. (Genesis 39:14)
viii) Then Potiphar (Joseph’s master) took him and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were kept.  But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy and gave him favour.          (Genesis 39:20-21)
ix) The keeper of the prison entrusted Joseph with the authority to look after all the prisoners in the prison.  (Genesis 30:22-23)

x)         Then the King’s Butler and Baker were thrown into the prison and both had dreams (Genesis 40:2-3 & 8)

xi)  Joseph interpreted both their dreams.  The Butler was to be reinstated to his position and the baker was to be beheaded.
xii) Joseph asked the Butler, “But remember me when it is well with you, and please show kindness to me; make mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this house.” (Genesis 40:14)
xiii) The Butler was restored again to his position as Chief Butler BUT HE FORGOT ALL ABOUT JOSEPH.
xiv) Joseph was stuck in the prison for another two years.  (Genesis 41:1)

xv) Joseph could easily have become discouraged and disillusioned with life. 
xvi) THEN PHARAOH HAD TWO DREAMS WHICH NONE OF THE MAGICIANS COULD INTERPRET
xvii) Then the Chief Butler was reminded of Joseph in prison and told Pharaoh about him. 
xviii) “Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him quickly out of the dungeon; and he shaved, changed his clothing, and came to Pharaoh.” (Genesis 41:14)
xix) Joseph then interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams which foretold 7 years of great plenty followed by 7 years of great famine. (Genesis 41:25-32)

xx)  Joseph then gave Pharaoh some wisdom on what he should do to prepare for the 7 years of famine which would follow the 7 years of abundance.          (Genesis 41:33-36)
xxi) Joseph’s advice to appoint a wise and discerning man to be set over the land of Egypt who would appoint officers over the land, to collect one fifth of the produce of the land during the years of plenty was good in the sight of Pharaoh.      (Genesis 41:37)
xxii) JOSEPH WAS IMMEDIATELY CHOSEN TO BE THAT WISE MAN WHO WOULD BE SET OVER THE LAND OF EGYPT 
“Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you.  “You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.”  (Genesis 41:39-40)
SO WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE LIFE OF JOSEPH  (I will touch on three things today)
1) HE NEVER GAVE UP ON GOD’S BEST PLAN FOR HIS LIFE

i)      Joseph was single minded in following God’s plan for his life
ii)       He continually honoured God in all that he did

iii) Joseph had favour where ever he went

iv) Joseph did not allow a season of pleasure to rob him of his God given destiny. He fled the advances of Potiphar’s wife
v)       Joseph did not allow the cares of this world to side track him from God’s best 
vi) JOSEPH TRUSTED IN HIS GOD


The Bible says,

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and whose hope is the LORD.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads out its roots by the river, and will not fear when heat comes; but its leaf will be green, and will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8) 
“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)

2)     HE DID NOT ALLOW DISCOURAGEMENT TO ROB HIM OF HIS GOD GIVEN DESTINY

i)         Joseph did not get bitter through life’s experiences, he got better

ii)         Character is developed as we handle tough trials with God’s strength

iii) It is through life’s tests and trials that Character is formed in our lives

iv) It is in the midst of these trials that GOD PREPARES MEN AND WOMEN FOR GREATNESS 

James wrote: “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trial, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” (James 1:2-4)
The Apostle Paul also wrote: “And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9) and
“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  (Philippians 1:6)
3)     JOSEPH KNEW THAT GOD WAS IN CONTROL OF WHAT HAPPENED IN HIS LIFE.
i) It is only as we look back that we often see why we went through certain trials and tests in our life
ii) We must however learn to walk in obedience that we ourselves do not bring unnecessary challenges upon ourselves

iii) As we continually yield ourselves to God and remain on the Potter’s Wheel, allowing Him to prepare us for a life of producing much eternal fruit, WE WILL FULFILL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY
iv) There are always seasons of preparation in our life:

· Moses spent 40 years in the wilderness as God prepared him for greatness.  He became the man that God raised up to help deliver Israel from bondage in Egypt

· David was a shepherd boy who got to know His God during this period of his life.  Afterwards God raised him up to be the greatest King that Israel ever had

· AT THE APPOINTED TIME GOD IMMEDIATELY RAISED UP JOSEPH TO BE SECOND ONLY TO PHAROAH IN EGYPT.  God then used him to help the Israelites during the 7 years of famine

· WE MUST NEVER GIVE UP ON THE POINT OF A MIRACLE

· WE MUST NEVER FORGET THAT GOD IS SOVEREIGN IN ALL OUR CIRCUMSTANCES IF WE SIMPLY TRUST AND OBEY HIM AND STAY COMMITED TO HIS PLAN FOR OUR LIFE 
When Joseph was reunited with his brothers he said to them, 

“I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt.  But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here: for God sent me before you to preserve life... “And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. “So now it was not you who sent me here, but God... ”
(Genesis 45:4-5, 7-8)
IN CONCLUSION

i)          God uses ordinary people LIKE YOU AND ME to do great things for Him

ii)          Joseph was only a 17 year old youth when God gave him a dream of greatness

iii) Jesus chose 4 unlearned fishermen to be His disciples and they along with the other disciples became world changers as they FOLLOWED HIS PLAN FOR THEIR LIFE 

iv) Joseph simply was committed to following God’s plan for his life

v)          TODAY ARE YOU ALSO COMMITTED TO FOLLOWING GOD ‘S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE

vi) Though Joseph experienced much pain and trials for 13 years he never gave up on God’s BEST plan for his life.  He did not grow bitter but became better through his life’s experiences.  GOD WAS PREPARING HIM FOR GREATNESS

vii) Joseph was not limited by His circumstances but HAD FAITH IN THE GREATNESS OF HIS GOD
viii) AFTER 13 YEARS OF CHALLENGES AND DISAPOINTMENTS GOD RAPIDLY PROMOTED JOSEPH after he had been faithful in the LITTLE THINGS

ix) JOSEPH NEVER GREW WEARY IN DOING GOOD

x)          GOD HAS A GREAT PLAN FOR EACH OF OUR LIVES.  LIKE JOSEPH, WE TOO MUST
1) Never give up on God’s best plan for our life, 
2) We must never allow discouragement to stop us from fulfilling God’s destiny for our life, 
and  

3) We must continually acknowledge that if we have surrendered our lives and plans to God, and we are walking in obedience to His will for our life, He is sovereign in all of our life’s circumstances, both the good and not so good experiences
As we continually fix our eyes upon Jesus and His plan for our life, we will not grow weary in doing good and our lives will make a great impact on this world for Jesus and like Joseph, we will fulfil our God given destiny.
